
In addition to my arbitration and mediation practice, 2024 was filled with coaching, 
teaching and speaking activities in Singapore, Australia and throughout Asia.

 
Since ‘A picture is worth a thousand words’, I have recapped the highlights as a 

collage of photos with comments for each event.

Thank you to everyone who has given me these opportunities.
I look forward to continuing to share in 2025.  
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What an honor to  kick off the year in February chairing the tribunal for the final of the AIAC-APAC 
Pre-moot along with such eminent co-arbitrators in Kuala Lumpur at the beautiful Bangunan Sulaiman.



XVIII ANNUAL GENERATIONS IN ARBITRATION CONFERENCE
HONG KONG

As both a mediator and arbitrator, it was great fun to debate  and 
attempt to prove that arbitration is not only not inadequate by any 
definition, but the be-all and end-all of dispute resolution!

Many thanks to the MAA and GIA for the invitation to participate in 
this event at the start to the VIS East Moot.



Having participated in the VIS in Vienna many times, yet only online for the VIS East Moot, I was so 
pleased to have served as an arbitrator in the semi-finals of the 21ˢᵗ VIS East in person in Hong Kong. 
Looking forward to seeing all of the amazing teams in the 22ⁿᵈ Moot.

See below if you’d like to join as an arbitrator. And it’s not just the sessions, but the fun and making new 
connections!



As we moved towards the final two days of the Vis East, I was fortunate to be invited to participate on a stellar 
panel and to share my views with room full of present and past mooties and practitioners on the double topic:

'No Panel of Arbitrators: Selection of Arbitrator with A Human Factor’ and
 'How to Get My First ICC Arbitrator Appointment?’ 

It was interesting to hear the views of my 
co-panelists, a deep dive into the ICC 
appointment process, as well the questions 
from the audience, particularly in light of 
criticism that arbitral panels are composed of 
the same small group of arbitrators and to 
discuss ways to enlarge the pool and enhance 
diversity and availability. 



In April I had the opportunity to join an Society of Mediation Professionals and ResoX delegation on a trip to 
Hanoi to meet with institutions and firms to help to promote mediation in Vietnam.

The first event was a series of presentations on Commercial ADR in Singapore for students at the National 
Economics University (NEU) hosted by Prof Tran Nam, then Dean of the Law Faculty, who also helped organize 
other portions of out trip along with Tony Nguyen of EP Legal.

We were honored to meet delegations from VIAC, VMC, VICMC and VCCI.



Among the law firms kind enough to host us 
were:

• Dr Le Net - LNT Partners; 
• Mr LeXuan Loc - Tilleke & Gibbins; 
• Vinh Lu (Richard)  - Asia Legal; and 
• Duong Pham - Hogan Lovells.
 

The week was filled with exchanges on 
arbitration, mediation, law and culture and 
with opportunities to forge relationships and 
new friendships while savoring amazing 
Vietnamese cuisine.



May brought me back to Hong Kong for a whirlwind week  at ICCA 2024 with a rich program on the theme 
‘International Arbitration: A Human Endeavour ‘and the opportunity to further and foster relationships with 
colleagues from Hong Kong and the world over.

The week also  included a plethora of side events, including the ArbitralWomen and ERA Pledge Breakfast 
with fellow advisory board members. 



Following ICCA, I had the opportunity to visit the Shenzhen Court of International Arbitration (SCIA), 
which offers all modes of dispute resolution, on a tour co-organized by the Hong Kong DoJ, SCIA, SCIAHK 
and HKIAC.

The day included a conference on the ‘Latest Developments of International Arbitration in China’ and a city 
tour that highlighted innovation and the lightning development of this once small town into a modern high-tech 
city since it was  declared a  special economic zone some forty years ago.



Very pleased to have been invited by Alvin Sim and SIMI to participate in the SIMI Mediation Annual 
Review along with top mediation practitioners  and share experiences of how to grow mediation and a 

mediation practice with an audience of younger and newer mediators.

Grateful for my copy of Volume 8 
of Contemporary Issues in Mediation.



It was an absolute privilege to contribute, with some 30 illustrious 
arbitration practitioners, to the ”Danubia Files 2: Lessons from the 
Vis Moot”, published by Jus Mundi and showcased at the VIS in 
Vienna in May.

Along with my colleagues Zlatan Meskic and Marwan Sakr, we 
drafted the award for the problem of the 26th Vis Moot.
Both versions of the Danubia Files are a precious resource for 
students, mootees and young practitioners. Kudos to Louise 
Barrington for making this happen.

It was Eric Bergsten, the 
father of the Vis Moot, who 
first suggested I set up the 
team at Cardozo. He will be 
greatly missed.  



While there are many places to find arbitrators, 
there are far fewer groups of international 
mediators.
Kudos and thanks to Alix Povey for creating 
Mediation Chambers.
 
Pleased to be a member and I look forward to 
working together to advance international mediation 
in our various  jurisdictions.



June concluded with two talks on increasing the use of mediation in international arbitration – as opposed to 
litigation, where it is widespread in many countries – and  touching upon surveys  showing commercial parties 
would use mediation if there was an enforcement mechanism.  

I also spoke about the Singapore Convention on Mediation and what institutions are doing to promote mediation.



I am honored to announce that I have joined the board of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators 
(CIArb) Singapore Branch.  It’s a privilege to support our members along with my esteemed 
colleagues as a board member and member of the Mediation Committee. 

I am pleased to also share that in addition to being on the  CIArb Approved Faculty as Tutor 
for Introduction to International Arbitration and Award Writing (Module 3) and  Assessor for the 
Law of Obligations (Module 2), I am now also  a  Course Director, Tutor and Assessor
for Introduction to Mediation and Mediation (Module1).



So thrilled and honored  to be appointed to the NUS Law Faculty  to teach International Mediation. 

I believe that teaching is indeed a win-win: by sharing knowledge with students, we also continue to 
learn and improve our own skills.

And along with arbitration and litigation in the DR realm, it is important for students to learn about 
mediation before they embark in practice.

Many thanks to all who supported me and a special shout-out to Prof. Joel Lee.



July finished off with a return to KL to speak  at the Asia ADR Summit ‘Beyond Boundaries: The Rise of 
Asia in Global Dispute Resolution’.

Our panel, ‘Spotlight on Mediation: Navigating Progress in Asia’  discussed the challenges of and strategies 
for mediation as a preferred method for conflict resolution in the region.
  



RESOLUTION INSTITUTE VICTORIAN CHAPTER ARBITRATION MASTER CLASS

MELBOURNE  AUGUST 2024

Every two years graded  arbitrators (Grades 1 
and 2) participate in a Master Class to keep  their 
grading  by staying abreast of developments in 
domestic and international arbitration. 

Each participant introduces the discussion on a 
topic or two, on areas such as challenges, 
procedure, efficiency, case management, etc. 

My two questions were on procedure, including 
saving time and costs, which is dear to my 
practice as an arbitrator.



What was supposed to be a small get-together with the group from the Hanoi trip with our colleague 
and friend Tony (Nguyen Trung Nam) who was  in Singapore for Convention Week turned into a 
mediator fest with some twenty of us from Singapore and beyond  at a dinner graciously hosted by 
Linda Heng. 

Moutai compliments of Rajesh Sharma.



I was thrilled to be invited to join a panel by the consummate mediator and teacher, Melvin Loh, and the 
Law Society of Singapore along with renowned mediators from Singapore and eminent colleagues from 
abroad during Singapore Convention Week. 

We spoke of and discussed standards in our respective jurisdictions to an audience of Singaporean and 
foreign participants with the participation of a delegation of lawyers from the Huangpu Lawyer Working 
Committee of Shanghai Bar Association for our event. 



I was very fortunate to be able to participate in another panel during SCM Week on Investor-State Mediation 
organized by the NUS Centre for International Law (CIL) on Investor-State Mediation and ways to increase 
the use of mediation in ISDS, where disputes are traditionally resolved by arbitration. 



When Joon-Nie Lau from SAL asked about hosting a networking 
lunch as a side event to the TECHLAW.FEST, as a specialist in IT 
tech disputes, I thought it was a great idea. My friend and colleague, 
Linda Heng, the founder of ResoX, a tech  platform created to allow 
disputants better access to justice that integrates an AI Dispute 
Advisor, AIDA, agreed to co-host.

Special thanks to Maxwell Chambers Suites for graciously providing 
The  Gallery and our special guest Shumin Lin, a crypto lawyer with 
Drew & Napier.

The event was a great success. Women tech lawyers, in-house 
counsel and technopreneurs – and their male allies – gathered to 
network and for a short panel discussion touching on topics such as 
challenges faced by women lawyers in tech, developing a career 
after a hiatus to raise children, work-life balance, as well as more 
concrete questions on the benefit of mediation and arbitration to 
resolve tech disputes.



October saw me in KL once more at the Asian International Arbitration Centre to participate in the Mediate 
Wise competition, after first teaching a session on mediation advocacy – one of my pet subjects – remotely. 

It was an honor and a pleasure to be the mediator in the final round.  

Kudos to Alix Povey and Louise Barrington  for the superb organization of the training and competition.



Mid-October it was over to Seoul with the New York State Bar Association International Section’s Global 
Conference. 

Our dual panel entitled ‘The Transformation of Dispute Resolution in the Asia-Pacific Region: Changes & 
Challenges’ included a discussion encompassing enforcement of arbitral awards in Asia under the New 
York Convention and  judgments domestically, and obtaining evidence for use in the US proceedings and 
commercial mediation  in the region including country-specific presentations on Cambodia, Thailand, 
Korea, Vietnam, Australia, Singapore  and the U.S. (three of my jurisdictions).

It was good to reconnect with colleagues from New York, but most importantly to have time to spend with 
good friends on the panel.



November started off with the opportunity to participate in one of my favorite forms – a debate – on a 
topic on which  I have written  that elicits much controversy particularly with a singe neutral:  Med-Arb.

The date took place during the RAIF (Regional Arbitral Institutes Forum), which groups together arbitral 
institutes from Australasia..The forum rotates and was held this year in Sydney. 



Later in November, I took advantage of trip with 
friends to Chiang Rai to meet with Machimdhorn 
Khampiranont, the Deputy Managing Director of  the 
Thailand Arbitration Center (THAC) in Bangkok along 
with her colleagues Tanathip Minrin and Rajsarut 
Janchote to discuss arbitration and ADR in Thailand 
and trends in the region. 

Many thanks to Vanina Sucharitkul and Nicky Balani 
for setting up the meeting.

If you are looking for a relaxing retreat in beautiful surroundings do check out Visama.



SIAC Reserve Panel of Arbitrators 

AALCO-HKRAC Panel of Arbitrators 
Mediators 

Panel of Arbitrators of the Hangzhou 
Arbitration Commission (HZAC)

Fellow of the Asian Institute of Alternative 
Dispute Resolution 

NEW PANEL APPOINTMENTS IN 2024

SIMI Certified Mediator 



And that’s a wrap for 2024!!!

Thank you to everyone who has given me these opportunities.

I look forward to continuing to share  my experience
 with parties, students, clients and colleagues 

in 2025.  
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